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The Carillon
Erwin First United Methodist Church
920 Euclid Avenue
Syracuse NY 13210

July-August 2014
A Note from Lauren
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As I sit to compose this note, it is impossible not to become
nostalgic. For me, this is the first of many known "lasts." It is
the last Pastor's Note I will write for the Carillon. It is the July-
August issue, and at the end of August I am gone.

I think back over all we have done together in my four years
among you; all the meals we have shared (with great and
sometimes unusual food), the songs we have sung, the prayers
we have prayed, the visits and discussions.

I remember fondly the fun of meeting with different groups
of you in nineteen various multi-week Bible studies. We all got
down and theological there! Some spiritual growth came out of
that, for some of you and for me. And it has been exciting to
see the evolution of faith in our children through the Sunday
School and VBS. This is surely a place of growth for all ages.

And I loved the times of the fellowship at picnics, covered
dish dinners, Harmony circle, and Men's B&B. All will be
greatly missed .

There is a special place in my heart for those holy moments
we shared; baptisms, funerals, weddings, hospital visits,
communion; and special services: like Blue Christmas, or
Easter Sunrise, or Good Friday, Maundy Thursday and
Christmas Eve. The Spirit of God was palpably in the room on
those occasions!



And the music; how I enjoy the music: The band, the choir,
and foremost our gifted musician Karen. And remember the
special music; everything from the songs of African Children,
to solos, to the praise bands, to Faure. Great music! Great Spirit!

Worship here has been sweet, powerful, thought-provoking,
and fun. As to the fun, how about watching the kids dance to
the hymns, or Sue and Rose trying to sign those mile-long
theological terms that sometimes slip out? And how about the
beauty of the sacred dance making visual the emotions of God's
Word voiced in song. This is the church family, gathered in
prayer and praise, to hear God's Word.
Here we know we belong.

I will truly miss the diversity in this congregation and the
cultures encountered as we launched out in mission to the city
with food, and Safe Space, ENS, and our one-on-one pastoral
outreach to the poor through the Pastor's Discretionary Fund.
The needs in the city are great, and they are born by some
amazing children of God. We have been making a real
difference. Jesus is out there in the streets, and we have begun
to find him there.
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Think of all the struggles we have overcome with our
building: security, flooding, heating, renting. It has been a
pleasure to work with the Council, the Finance Team, the
Trustees and the SPPRC. All are staffed with highly competent
caring people who serve our mission with great faithfulness.

And speaking of staff, it gives me great confidence (and no
little regret) to know that I am leaving behind the best. Rose,
Karen, Rod, and Nancy are veterans that can handle whatever
comes their way.

As I look back over all of this I am reminded anew of what
John Wesley said on his deathbed: "The best of all is, God is
with us." This is not an ordinary time of pastoral transition.
Yes, new leadership is coming to this church, but so is a whole
new way of approaching ministry to the city. It is a time of
transformation, and such times are always unsettling. They
need to be. But should we not believe, as convoluted as our
human planning may be, that God has bright future for us, and
that the universe is unfolding as it should? As I make my radical
change to a new home and a new ministry I trust that God is
with me. I have not been let down yet, and I do not expect to be.
You can trust too, and the unknown future becomes an
adventure. God is with you; God loves you. I will no longer be
with you, but I will love you just the same.

Thank you for yoking with me in the great mission to which
we are called! I know that you will give your new pastors the
same grace and love you extended to me, and going forward
with them and with God, your future is bright!
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Em bracing Radical Change-Nelson Price UUMC
The Leadership Team for Rethinking Syracuse

Methodism has been discussing how "radical" the plan is to
bring eight congregations into common ministries with shared
pastors and how difficult change is.

At the same time, we recognize that most of us have
experienced change and even radical change. There are two
kinds of change: change which we choose, and change which is
forced upon us.

Change which we choose is much easier to deal with:
marriage, a new job, the arrival of children in our families, a
new home, a move to a different city, children leaving home-
voluntary change.

Radical change that is forced upon us is much more
difficult: an unwanted divorce, death in the family, loss of job,
natural disasters - life crises over which we have little or no
control. Often it is like being pushed off a dock into cold water
- you quickly learn how to swim or you don't survive.

There is concern that older persons in our congregations
have a difficult time with change. However, many already are
facing radical change: health issues causing a change of life
style, loss of a spouse, moving to an assisted living situation.
They have had a life time of dealing with change - although we
may not have defined it that way - the arrival of children, the
departure of children, job changes - all the radical changes that
can be imagined. Of course, they would probably like some
things to remain the same, such as their church and their
worship. But they understand change and they see the shrinking
congregation and they will understand the need for change.
Don't sell the wise oldsters short!

The Leadership Team proposes that we "embrace radical
change," create an expectation of change that it is normal, that
we have not chosen it, but change comes. We have been

experiencing gradual change for three or four decades - and
the change has been downhill with declining worship
attendance, membership and commitment. Now it's time we
embrace radical change.

Our change comes at the direction of the Bishop and
cabinet. We wanted more say in it - but it's done. We are where
we are. The Jewish psychiatrist Victor Frankel, reflecting on his
time in a German concentration camp, observed, "Everything
can be taken from a man (person) but one thing: the last of
human freedoms - to choose one's attitude in any given set of
circumstances, to choose one's own way. We now have that
same choice: A decision on how we respond, how we choose
our own way.

As Christians, we are members of an historic faith. God
gave orders to Moses to lead his people out of Egypt. Moses
objected. There was a lot of grumbling by his people. It was
radical change. Saul, on the road to Damascus, was blinded and
converted. It was radical change. It changed the course of
Christianity and human history. John Wesley sat in a Moravian
worship service and his "heart was strangely warmed." He was
radically changed. He took his message to the masses in the
open fields - a radical departure from the staid Church of
England. We are part of a radical faith. In "making disciples,"
we are asking for radical change. Each conversion is a change
from past living. We Christians are about "radical change."

We are not proposing that the bishop and the cabinet got
directions, as Moses did, from God, although we are not
denying the possibility. We are proposing that we are part of a
radical faith and that God can and will walk with us. So let's
embrace our radical faith, build on it, celebrate it, live it out in
the city of Syracuse. Let's not be afraid of trying radical and
different experiments! Perhaps, just maybe, we can be a
transforming force in our community! June 4, 2014



Meet the Pastoral Team!!
"Meet and Greet" opportunities are available at the following
places and times:
July 22: 6:30 - 8:00 at Gethsemane UMC, 1700 Butternut St.
July 23: 6:30 - 8:00 at Bellevue UMC, 2112 S Geddes St.
July 30: 2:30 - 4:00 at Erwin 1st UMC, 920 Euclid Ave.
All the clergy so far appointed to our eight churches will be
there. Come to any or all of the events, meet the pastors, and
your neighbors for a time of rich fellowship.

Erwin Family News
• Gerri Berkheimer is currently in hospice care. Please

pray for peace and comfort.
• Please pray for Sherry Moser and family for the passing

of her grandfather, Paul (William) Mace. Will was
named in part after his middle name. Our sincere
condolences to family and friends.

• Marjorie Fox recently had leg surgery and she IS

recovering well. Please keep Marj your prayers.
• Emory Richmond (Terry & Monica's grandson) is

now walking and is doing much better. The family is
planning to move to Oklahoma.

• Jane Martin (Heila Martin-Person's step-mother from
Indiana) is in the last stage of COPD. Please pray for
peace and comfort.

• Heila Martin-Person fell down steps and broke her
arm when she returned from Indiana. She is recovering
well but is out of commission for a while. Pray for
speedy healing.
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Summer Office Hours
Starting June 30 the church office will be closed Mondays and
Fridays through Labor Day. Open Tues-Thurs 9:00-2:00 p.m.

New Summer Worship Schedule
Erwin will meet at 9:45 AM starting Sunday July 6 through the
end of August. We expect to move to a 9:30 AM worship time
starting in the fall. The change in time is being made to
accommodate changes in how pastors will serve churches in our
city. Because there will be fewer pastors than churches starting
this summer, schedules are being adjusted to allow pastors to
conduct multiple services on a Sunday morning.
Additionally, in an effort to introduce the churches to pastors
who are on the team, and to accommodate clergy vacations, we
will be seeing some new faces, and some lay leaders in our
pulpit this summer.

Exploring Small Groups at Erwin
Everyone is invited to come join us as we consider forming
some small groups at Erwin and how they might best help us
grow together in Christ. The idea would be to build some
stronger relationships through informal meetings with food,
fellowship, and Bible Study. The first meeting was held on
Sunday, June 22nd at 6:00 PM. Contact Ben de Rooij for more
information.

Annual Conference Ministerial Milestones
Rev. Lauren Swanson was recognized at Annual Conference
on Friday, May 30 for Ministerial Milestone. Congratulations
to Lauren who has been in the ministry for 28 years. Erwin First
folks wish him all the best in his new appointment at Penfield
UMC in September. He will be greatly missed!



Council Meeting Minutes
Minutes of council meetings are available upon request. Call
the office for a copy . Next meetings - Jul 14 and Aug 11.

Harmony Circle met at the Nottingham on June 12 with
Sandy Chang providing a very interesting program for 12 of us.
She spoke about "Feng Shui" and used Christian scripture to
explain how she feels about it. We all appreciated her goody
bags and the careful preparation. There will be no meeting in
July. August 9 will be our picnic at the Rodriguez' home and
the church farewell to Rev. Lauren Swanson. Please bring a dish
to pass. September meeting will be on the 11th with lunch at the
Nottingham.

August 15-16
RUMMAGE SALE

Friday, 15th from 9:00-4:00 p.m.
Saturday, 16th from 9:00-12:00 p.m.

Bring in items new or slightly used!
No clothing and no broken items please!

For information or to arrange for items to be picked up,
please call Susana Nevin at (315) 498-5565

or email susanasenties@gmail.com

2014 On My Own Time Exhibit
SU faculty and staff were honored for their artistic contributions
at a reception of the On My Own Time exhibition on May 14 at
Hendricks Chapel. Some 49 SU employees contributed work in
a variety of media. Joseph Stoll's color photograph,
"Lamentation," was voted "Best of Show." Congratulations!
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Men's B&B (Bible and Breakfast) 7/5 & 8/2
So the summer is now upon us. The sun is shining (most of
the time). The lake and pool water is calling. The grills are
calling for delicious barbecue. The warm weather work seems
to be never ending. So are the extra tasks here at
church. There are many tasks that have a limited window of
opportunity to complete.
For both July and Aug, the tasks seem to be growing. Now is
the time to do more of the outside work to help our building
be more attractive not only to ourselves, but to those who may
come in for the first time. Shrubs need trimming. The gardens
need weeding. The stone walls in need of re-pointing. The
doors and walls in need of painting. The floor tiles that need
fixing. The tile flooring that need to be sealed and buffed yet
again and the stone flooring that needs a new coat of
sealant. The doors that need glass and door handles that we
never completed from the renovation over 10 years ago.
Now is that time. Now is the time for change. Now is the time
to complete the tasks we have put off for far too long. Waiting
for the "best" opportunity is no longer an option. We have
what we have, and we can make the best of what we have. It
is time to cast off the weight and concerns of our past, and
move to places beyond all possibilities. One step, one foot,
one inch. Slowly, we can make the change. Please join me and
others July 5th and August 2nd at 8:00 a.m. for the opportunity
to make a difference, and to be changed. Peace, Rod

Food Pantry Collection - July 20 & Aug 17
Please bring the following items to church, to be delivered to
University UMC food pantry for distribution that week:
July 20 - Cold & hot cereals.
August 17 - Paper products such as: Paper towels, napkins,
toilet paper, feminine hygiene products. Thank you!



Transportation Schedule - July
Pick up Drop off
Ben de Rooij 214-3199 Ben de Rooij 214-3199

David Maynard 446-2700 Charles Miller 472-1716

Ray Schumacher 488-2980 Rod Freeman 425-9550

Ben de Rooij 214-3199 Ben de Rooij 214-3199

Transportation Schedule - August
Pick up Drop off
David Maynard 446-2700 Charles Miller

Ray Schumacher 488-2980 Rod Freeman
Ben de Rooij 214-3199 Ben de Rooij
David Maynard 446-2700 Charles Miller

Ray Schumacher 488-2980 Rod Freeman

472-1716

425-9550

214-3199
472-1716
425-9550

Special dates - July and August
• Canada Day, July 1
• U.S. Independence Day, July 4
• UMW Picnic & farewell party, Aug 9 (Rodriguez')
• Rummage Sale, Aug 15 & 16
• Matthew 25 pick up, Aug 22

Signs and Wonders
Driving in Maryland, Lorene Irving of Timonium, MD, saw
this church sign: "Does your life stink?" "We have a pew for
you."

Sign outside Covenant Moravian Church, York, PA:
"Movie superheroes are fantasies. Jesus is the only superhero."
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Crossroads District Prayer Calendar 2014
The Churches of the Crossroads District are requested to hold
each other in prayer throughout the coming year.
JULY
6 Jordan
6 North Volney
13 Palermo UMC
13 Little Utica
27 Skaneateles

Camillus Immanuel

AUGliiTid Maynard
4 M Iimy~chumacher
11 Marcellus ..
18 M· Ben de ROOIJmoa
18 North Mexico
25 N. Syracuse Andrews
31 Crossroads District D.S.

Glen Hardman
Tammie Nipper
Tammie Nipper
Michaela St. Marie
Joellyn Tuttle
Nicholas Preuninger

Joseph Kim
Naomi Annandale
Roger Parker

Brad Hunt
DarrylR.Barrow

July Schedules
Liturgist: Nancy Larson & Terry Richmond
Greeters: The Schumachers
Ushers: Ray Schumacher & Ernie Arandia

August Schedules
Liturgist: David Maynard
Greeter: Kim Parr
Ushers: Ray Schumacher & Ernie Arandia
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Drivers for Vivian Benton Skeele
July
Nevins
Stalls
Bonnie

QI .• 0~.:-@&«IJ) (:?

August
Rodriguez
Nevins
Stalls

Bonnie

Careful readers of Mark's gospel will
discover that the writer favored a
certain word. It indicates how quickly
certain events transpired. The word is
found four times in the first chapter of
Mark and 19 more times in the
remaining 15 chapters (NRSV). Choose
the correct word:

A. Momentarily
B. Instantly
C. Occasionally
D. Immediately
Answer: D (It's first used in Mark 1: 12, NRSV)
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July Birthdays
4 Patrick Seemann
10 Mike Robert
14 Naomi Parr Bern
15 Vivian Benton Skeele
24 Lydia Nevin
29 Evelyn Disinger

August Birthdays
7 Brad Fisk
11 Jeraldine Schumacher
12 Sarah Nevin
16 Sue Freeman
16 Rose Stoll
17 Delores Quartier
18 Lizzie Buchanan
24 Alex Arandia
25 Stacey Karpouzes
25 Sean Moore
26 Lucy Person
26 Grace Skapura
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Untapped Resources(~IJtf'While t~king photos o~ t?e ea:th, the space shuttle
\ 1",/IITSw Columbia made a surprising discovery: Underneath

the harsh Sahara Desert were 26 lakes, as well as
miles of underground rivers. That region's
inhabitants face tough conditions because those
abundant resources haven't yet been tapped.

Churches often suffer a similar problem. Congregations can't
reach their full God-given potential unless people discover and
use their gifts. When we tap into our talents, God promises that
we "will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose
waters never fail" (Isaiah 58: 11, NIV).

Vacation Time
Someone has said, "Vacation is what you take when you can't
take what you've been taking any longer."
There are good reasons to take a vacation every year: spending
time with friends and loved ones, experiencing physical and
mental refreshment, enjoying changes in scenery and routine,
and preparing for another year of productivity.
Please enjoy your vacation! Try to be faithful to the Lord by
attending church while you're away, if you have the
opportunity.
Just remember that during vacations and weekend getaways,
you're especially missed by your friends at church. The work of
the church suffers because no one can fill your place of
responsibility quite like you.
God's work goes on all summer long. Your presence and gifts
are needed to enable the church to be strong and vigorous
throughout the entire year. When you're away, please bring or
send your offering before you go.
Have a wonderful summer!
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God's Kids Say the Funniest Things
When my husband was a funeral director, he had to pick up
some cremains at the airport. It was late on a Saturday night, so
he brought Mr. Smith's box of ashes home and placed it on the
table with the intention of taking it to the funeral home after
church the next morning.
"After herding our three little sons into the car for church, my
husband said, 'Oh dear, I forgot Mr. Smith.' So he ran back into
the house, got the box, placed it in the trunk, and drove off to
church.
"During the service, the priest announced, 'Let us pray for the
soul of the deceased Mr. Smith.'
"Our four-year-old son blurted out loudly, 'That's the guy we
have in our trunk! '"
-Susanne Matje, Eldridge, IA in the newsletter a/United Methodist Iowa
Secretaries' Organization

Time to Make Up!
After an evening filled with vigorous sibling disagreements,
three children finally turned in for the night. A few hours later,
a major thunderstorm woke them all up. When their father heard
the children conversing upstairs, he called to see what was
happening. A small, timid voice answered, "We're all in the
closet forgiving one another!"

Unanswered Prayer?
One day a little boy asked his pastor-mom why she always
bowed her head for a moment before starting to preach. The
mother, delighted that her son was so aware of what went on
during worship, answered, "I pray for God to help me deliver a
good sermon to the people." Alas, her delight was short-lived
and fizzled at the child's response: "So why doesn't God ever
answer?"


