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April 2015 
Note from the Pastor 
Is Spring finally here?  It’s been a long and difficult winter, full 
of cold and snow.  Each year about this time we find ourselves 
looking forward to the rebirth that Spring brings, to green grass 
sprouting and flowers blooming, to the earth once again coming 
to life – a sign of God’s constant recreation.  This year, with 
Easter just around the corner, it seems especially gratifying that 
this rebirth is about to happen.  We look forward to it each year 
as what naturally happens. 

But the coming of Spring and Easter actually show us more 
than just that God brings new birth each year.  Both are actually 
symbols for God’s love for humanity.  Time after time, we have 
a tendency to lose track of God in our lives.  Throughout the 
Hebrew Scriptures and Paul’s letter to various churches, we see 
that the pattern repeated.  Yet time after time, God continues to 
renew the covenant with the people.  God continues to support 
us, to love us, to give us opportunities to start over again, to be 
reborn in our faith and have the opportunity to grow again, just 
as the earth is reborn each spring.   We are never able to 
rewind our days and have a do-over when we make mistakes, 
but we always have the opportunity to move beyond those 
mistakes and renew ourselves in God’s love. That is what Easter 
is all about.  Jesus sacrificed himself, so that we would have the 
ability to start over again.  In his resurrection, we are given 
hope for our own. 

As Spring comes and we begin to see the signs of new life in the 
world, we can know that God is willing to give each of us new 
life as well.  All we need to do is to be ready to accept our 
transgressions, to seek forgiveness from those we may have 
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wronged, and let God into our hearts.  When we open ourselves 
to the Holy Spirit in our lives, and seek to live as the Spirit 
guides, we are truly being Easter People, children of God ready 
to be reborn as part of God’s creation.  

May you find peace and new in knowing the Christ Lives!   
Happy Easter. 

Pastor Doug. 
 

Outcome of Vote for Erwin First 
On Monday, March 2, Erwin First UMC held a church meeting 
to select a path forward in conjunction with the Plan of Action 
for the Syracuse City United Methodist Churches.   
At the meeting, the church voted to move forward on the ‘Fast 
Track’ by a vote of 15 to 1.   

 Erwin-First UMC and University UMC voted in favor of 
the Fast Track (Path 1).  

 St. Paul’s UMC, Gethsemane UMC and Bellevue Heights 
UMC all chose Slow Track (Path 2). 

 James Street UMC chose Side Track (Path 3).  
In each group, churches will work cooperatively with other 
churches choosing that same path (as well as being part of the 
new citywide Parish Council). More information on steps we 
will take in collaboration with the other Syracuse UM churches 
will follow soon. 
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New Clergy Team for Syracuse UM Churches 
On Sunday, March 8, it was announced in the United Methodist 
Churches of Syracuse that Bishop Mark Webb would be 
appointing a new clergy team to serve the city as of July 1, 
2015. This team will take over from the current team (Rev 
Doug Mackey, Rev. Caroline Simmons, Rev. Patience Kisakye, 
Rev. Craig French and Rev. Judy Alderman), with all of the 
clergy currently serving the 
churches receiving new appointments  
or, in the case of Rev. Craig French, retiring.   
Pastoral Appointment Announcement  
Bishop Mark Webb of the UNYAC intends to appoint Rev. Dr. 
Robert Joseph BJ Norrix, Pastor Andy Anderson, Pastor 
Alicia Wood and Pastor Jee Hae Song as a Pastoral team to 
the City of Syracuse to serve the United Methodist Churches, 
effective July 1, 2015. Pastor Norrix is appointed as the lead 
pastor of the team. The Pastoral Team will discern how best 
God will use their various gifts and leadership styles to lead, 
learn, and to serve with the United Methodist Churches in the 
city of Syracuse, their members, their visitors/friends, their 
neighbors, and with all the new people that United Methodists 
will seek to reach in the city. Joining our pastors are their 
family members. 
BJ Norrix is married to Rev. Karen Bellimer who currently 
serves as Minister of Music and Associate pastor at Erwin First.  
BJ has served as an elder since 1984.  He is a Boston University 
School of Theology graduate and received his Doctor of 
Ministry from Asbury Theological Seminary.  Karen and BJ have 
four cats: Stripe, Lizzie, Rayray and Gracie. 
Andy Anderson is married to the Rev. Nola Anderson who will 
be appointed as the District Superintendent of the Crossroads 
District effective July 1, 2015. They have one child whose name 
is Asriel. Andy has been approved by the Conference Board of 
Ordained Ministry (BOOM) as a provisional elder and will be 
commissioned at this year’s Annual Conference in May.  
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He graduated from United Theological Seminary in Dayton, OH 
with a Master of Divinity Degree.    
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Alicia Wood has one child whose name is Annmarie and she is 
a senior in High School. Alicia will graduate this May from 
Boston University School of Theology with a Master of Divinity 
Degree. Jee Hae Song will travel to South Korea this summer 
and will get married to her fiancé Se Gye Shin. She will officially 
start her appointment at the end of August. Jee Hae will 
graduate this May from Emory University Candler School of 
Theology with a Master of Divinity Degree. 
Our United Methodist churches’ SPPRC chairpersons, lay 
leaders, other key leadership and our current pastoral team 
and staff will work together with our new pastoral team as a 
Transition Team to provide support and to cooperate with 
some of the anticipated changes to be made between now and 
July 1. 
We encourage you to pray for these pastors and their families 
and you may send notes and cards of welcome and 
encouragement to them. 
 

Pastoral Appointment – Rev. Douglas Mackey 
Bishop Mark Webb intends to appoint Rev. Douglas Mackey to 
Tully United Community Church to serve as their pastor 
effective July 1, 2015. Pastor Doug will have many 
opportunities to use his God-given gifts and leadership to lead, 
learn and serve with the members, visitors/friends, neighbors, 
and with all the new people that Tully UCC will seek to reach in 
Tully and all of the surrounding areas. Pastor Doug is being 
appointed to a church that has declared that their mission is “to 
be an inclusive community of faith proclaiming the message of 
God’s love in the teachings of Jesus Christ through worship, 
teaching and service.” In 2013 he graduated from Drew 
Theological School at Drew University with a Master of Divinity 
Degree. We encourage you to pray for Doug, his spouse Sherri 

and their family. You may send notes and cards of welcome and 
encouragement to them. 
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Ordination Invitation  
On Sunday, March 1 the Upper New York Annual Conference 
Board of Ordained Ministry recommended Pastor Doug Mackey 
for Ordination as full elder at the 2015 Annual Conference, 
on May 30.  Congratulations to Doug! He would like to thank 
everyone at Erwin First UMC and throughout the city that has 
helped to shape his ministry over the last year and invite you to 
the Service of Ordination and Commissioning on May 30 at the 
OnCenter in Syracuse. More details to follow. 
 

Special Services During Lent 
The Syracuse City UM Churches will be offering the following 
schedule of Special Services during Lent this year.  Please 
consider joining with our brothers and sisters at these locations 
throughout the season.  (Regular Easter Sunday Services will 
be held at each Church). 
Maundy Thursday – April 2 
Gethsemane UMC          7:00 p.m. service 
St. Paul's UMC                7:00 p.m. service 
 
Good Friday – April 3 
Brown Memorial UMC    Noon Service 
Erwin First UMC  5:00-7:00 p.m. Self-guided 
    Stations of the Cross 
University UMC               7:00 p.m. service 
 
Easter Sunrise Service – April 5        
Bellevue Heights UMC    7:00 a.m. service – “on the hill” 
 



Easter Sunday – April 5 
Erwin First UMC  8:00 a.m. Celebration with the “Boy   

                            Band”  
                  8:30 Easter Breakfast 

9:30 Easter Service 
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Erwin Family News 
 We are saddened by the passing of Hilda Young, who 

died on March 16 at the age of 95. Hilda was a former 
First Church and long-time Erwin First member and one 
of the original ADK 46ers. She climbed the 46 peaks of 
the Adirondacks together with Wynne Cotton, also from 
Erwin First. What a remarkable woman! Our sincere 
condolences to family & friends of Hilda.  Funeral 
services will be held at a later date. Interment will be in 
Edmeston Union Cemetery.  
Condolences to the family may be left at the funeral 
home website, Houk-Johnston-Terry Funeral Home, 
Edmeston, www.hjtfuneralhome.com.  

 Carl Dodge former First Church member, passed away 
on February 18 at the age of 98. There will be no calling 
hours. Graveside services will be held in the spring in 
Maplewood Cemetery, in Camillus. Contributions may be 
made to Syracuse Lions Club Charity Fund, Inc., P.O. Box 
2117, Liverpool, NY 13089. Our sincere condolences to 
family & friends of Carl. 

 Our sincere condolences to family and friends of Sarah 
Laventhol (Marcia Hill’s niece) who passed away 
recently in Vermont. Please keep them all in your 
prayers. 

 Jan Hill’s stepfather, Charles Caton, passed away on Sun., 
March 15. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family. 

 Please pray for Bob Dunshie’s daughter Roxanne, who is 
undergoing Radiation treatment and chemotherapy. Bob 

recently lost his youngest daughter Carrie. The Dunshies 
are in our thoughts and prayers. 

 

Council Meeting Minutes  
Minutes of council meetings are available upon request. Call the 
office for a copy. Next meeting – Monday, April 13 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Watoto Children’s Choir From Africa Returns to 
Erwin First UMC – Thurs, April 23 at 7:00PM 
Through this dynamic worship experience, the members of the 
Watoto Children’s Choir, who were once orphans, share their 
journeys to redemption and demonstrate that God desires to be 
a loving parent to all humankind. All performances are free and 
open to the public. 
 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund  
This special fund is used for individuals requesting assistance 
and distributed as bus passes, food cards, etc. There will be a 
special offering for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund on May 3. 
Please give as you feel led-donations are welcomed at any time.  
 

Food Pantry Collection – April 19 
Please bring the following items to church, to be delivered to 
UUMC food pantry for distribution: canned tuna, canned 
chicken, canned salmon, paper towels, toilet paper, diapers.  
Thank you.  
 

Sarah Shaves her Head for St. Baldrick's Day! 
Childhood cancer is the leading cause of disease-related death 
among children and adolescents (ages 1 to 19 years) in the 
United States, although cancer among children is rare. The 
causes of childhood cancer are not well understood. Survival 

http://www.hjtfuneralhome.com/


rates for most childhood cancers vary widely 
across cancer types.  

In order to combat this lack of understanding I shaved 
my head for St. Baldrick's Day, an organization that 
provides research grants and other resources. I was 
able to raise over $800, largely due to generous 
donations from the Erwin first community.  

Thank you for your support,  
Sarah Nevin. 
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Harmony Circle 
Our December meeting took place at Drumlins with 10 of us 
enjoying a lunch and view of the snow covered golf course. 
Many thanks to Bonnie Seemann and Susan Dann-Cherock for 
lovely Christmas favors! Our program had two parts, 
remembering our shut-ins with Christmas cards and good 
wishes, and a thoughtful time of worship by Bonnie.  Our next 
meeting will be held on Thursday, April 9 for lunch at The 
Nottingham. 
 

Donate to the Center for New Americans 
Refugee Resettlement Program 
The mission of Center for New Americans Resettlement 
Program is to assist refugees in beginning new lives in America; 
to work as a resource and cultural center, to assist our 
communities in being a place of welcome for refugees and 
immigrants; and to help refugees and immigrants in developing 
their own self-help skills, projects, and associations. If you have 
slightly used or new furniture, household appliances, new 
bedding, etc. the Center for New Americans will pick up your 
items. Please call Daryl at 449-3552 ext. 208. Email 
 dfiles@interfaithworkscny.org  
Thank you for your support!                      

Criteria for donations 

Ask yourself:     would you wear it?    sit on it?     use it? 
Affirm DIGNITY for all 

 
Farewell Celebration for the Crossroads District 
Superintendent – Saturday, April 25  
Baldwinsville First UMC, 17 W. Genesee St., in Baldwinsville 
from 2:00-4:00 pm. Please join us as we wish the District 
Superintendent Rev. Darryl Barrow well and say a fond 
goodbye. 
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2015 Annual Conference Session 
Who:  All clergy and laity representatives to the Annual 

Conference Session 
What:  Sixth Session of the Upper New York Annual 

Conference of The UM Church 
When:  May 27-30, 2015 
Where:  OnCenter, 800 S. State St, Syracuse, NY  
 

Multi-faith Prayer Service in Observance of National 
Child Abuse Prevention Month 
April 28, 5:30–6:15p.m.  
Bellevue Heights United Methodist Church 
2112 S. Geddes St., Syracuse (Free parking is available). 
The prayer service will provide an opportunity to come 
together with a communal mission to support the victims and 
survivors of child abuse.  All agencies, providers, counselors, 
victims/survivors, families and friends are invited to attend. 
 

Youth, let UP!WORD help you 'Search... God' 

mailto:dfiles@interfaithworkscny.org


The 2015 UP!WORD experience April 24-26 at the Holiday Inn, 
Liverpool, will be an opportunity for youth to participate in 
workshops, fun late night searching games and activities, and 
worship that will ultimately help them to "Search... God". 
Scheduled for special appearances are Christian musician 
Wayne Kerr, Inside Out (the Casowasco Camp & Retreat band), 
Upper New York Resident Bishop Mark J. Webb, several 
comedians, and a guest speaker from Syracuse University. To 
register go to: 
https://unyumc-reg.brtapp.com/RegistrationUP!Word15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Lilies 
Two ideas for Easter Sunday plants: 

1. A gift of $7.50 helps buy plants for the sanctuary.   
Tell us who you want to honor or memorialize. Your 
name and your honoree(s)’ name(s) will appear in 
the Easter Sunday worship folder. 

2. Bring a spring plant (any kind – your choice; colorful 
ones enhance the beautiful lilies). Names of donors 
and loved ones will also be printed. 

 
Please be sure to tell us what you plan to do and remember 
to take your plant(s) home with you Easter Sunday, April 5 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Enclosed is ____________________ to help pay for lilies. 
 

______ I prefer to bring a plant to add to the decorations.  I 
understand I should take my plant home again on Easter 
Sunday. 
 
_____ In Honor of; _____ In Memory of: 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

April Birthdays 
1 John Moser 

        2 Charles Miller 
10 Sandy Chang 
13 Helen Allen 
14 Robert Buchanan  
14 Elza Smith 
21 Alex Skapura 
21 Travis White 
25 Bonnie Seemann 
26 Eben de Rooij 
26 Nancy Miller 
28 Susan Dann-Cherock 
28 Lance Skapura 
30 Karen Bellimer 

 

Special Dates – April 
 • Maundy/Holy Thursday, April 2 

April 2015   
Liturgist: Charles Miller 
Greeters: The Nevins 

   Ushers:    Volunteers TBD 



 • Good Friday, April 3 
 • Holy Saturday, April 4 
 • Easter Sunday, April 5 
 • Administrative Professionals Day, April 22 

• Holy Week, March 29-April 4 
 

Crossroads District Prayer Calendar 2015 
The Churches of the Crossroads District are requested to hold 
each other in prayer throughout the coming year.  
APRIL 
5 First UMC of Phoenix Marion Moore-Colgan 
5 Chittenango UMC  John Fulton 
19 Hannibal Center-South Hannibal UMC Greg Beasley 
19 Nelson UMC   Kevin McAllister 
26 Cazenovia UMC  Ray Lange 
26 Oswego Trinity UMC Jeff Hodge  
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